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ADVERTISEMENT, 


cc cal, Hiſtorical, and Literary,” 


cation of the following Remarks on the 
Slave Trade in a ſeparate form, flatters 
| himſelf with the hope, that his aſſent to a 
| requeſt conveyed to him from a quarter too 
reſpectable to admit of a refuſal, may in 
ſome degree contribute to the advancement 
| | of a Cauſe, which, as a man feeling for all 


_ | able means in his power, to promote, 


HE Author of © Eſſays Philoſophi- 


; ö Loving been ſolicited to permit the publi- | 
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HERE are ſome truths which all mans . 
kind agree to regard as firſt principles; 
the clearneſs and certainty of them are ſuch as: 
preclude even the poſſibility of a doubt; and 
- Fall attempts, therefore, to eſtabliſh or confirm 
them by argument, are not only ſuperfluous, 
but abſurd and ridiculous; and we laugh, 
© without ſcruple, at the Philoſopher who gravely 
exclaims, ** Cogito ergo ſum.” There are 
other truths of great magnitude and import- 
lance, which cannot indeed properly be ſtiled 
[ſelf-evident ; for they are capable of being op- 
I poſed, and of being ſupported by argument; 
but the arguments on the one fide are ſo 
[obvious and convincing, and on the other ſo 
weak and futile, that candour itſelf cannot, 
ws without difficulty, believe the moſt ignorant 
335 and prejudiced of mankind incapable of diſcern- 
ing che b The queſtion relating . 5 
| B t 


the an Slave Treks. ere either in 


a civil or a moral view, may be adduced as an 
inſtance exactly in point. It is ſo flagrant and 
enormous a violation of the moſt ſacred and 
fundamental laws of juſtice and humanity, it 
ſo evidently ſets at defiance all thoſe obliga- 
tions which reſult from the nature of civil 
ſociety, and the unalterable principles of equi- 
table and legitimate government, | that one can- 
not, without aſtoniſhment and indignation, 
view the neceſſity of entering into a regular 
diſcuſſion: of the queſtion, and of formally ex- 


bibiting a train of arguments, in order to prove 


this horrible traffic to be the height of moral 
and political depravity. The famous Abbe 
Terrai, Comptroller of the Fi 1nances.in France, 
during the latter part of the reign of Lewis XV. 
on being informed that a certain iniquitous 
meaſure, propoſed by him, was univerſally 
condemned as highly oppreſſive and unjuſt, 
replied coolly, Who pretends that it is juſt?“ 
This may be ſtiled the magnanimity of villany. 
That abandoned Miniſter at leaſt was not guilty 
of the crime of lowering. the ſtandard of moral 
rectitude, and of endeavouring to debaſe the 
ſentiments of mankind to a level with his own 
practice : but the advocatesfor the Slave Trade 
do not reſt ſatisfied with practical villany ; they 
are ambitious of diſtinguiſhing, themſelves: by 


555 a, dperalarive attachment to it. Rather than re- 
. „ nounce 
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nounce an hypotheſis which theydeem themſelves 


intereſted to maintain, they would reverſe the ge- 
neral order of the univerſe; and the conſtitution 
of nature. They would fain perſuade us, that 


virtue may ſubſiſt, though it is not nouriſhed 


with the milk of Nuten 'kindneſs; and that 
vice does not conſiſt in eruelty, rapine, trea- 
chery, and violence. It is not my preſent pur. 


poſe to enter expreſsly into the conſideration of 


thoſe arguments which demonſtrate the contra- 


riety of this practice to the firſt and plaineſt 
principles of moral and political rectitude; 


they have been repeatedly urged, with irreſiſ- 
tible force, by writers of diſtinguiſned merit, 


in various recent publications; I mean to offer 


only a few remarks on the pleas which are uſu. 
ally advanced in defence or extenuation of this 
Vuttites e _ — n oe: hums- 
no nt e Haw 


First: Ic is nd ah 6c {hs Negroes 


t are an inferior and ſubordinate race of men; 


ec and it is, therefore, allowable to treat them 
as ſuch, without incurri ng the imputation of 


« cruelty and injuſtice.” ' What l to borrow 


the language of Shylock, « Hath not a Ne. 


cc gro eyes, hands, organs, 'dimenſions, ſen- 
be ſes, affections, paſſions ? fed with the ſame 
es food, hurt with the ſam 
to the ſame diſeaſes; healed: by the ſame 
ce means, warmed and cooled by the ſame 
5 * . 


weapons, ſubject 


we winter 


* winter and ſummer that a Chriſtian is?“ 


Say, ye profound Philoſophers, ye enlightened 
ſages, who inhabit the ſhores of Merſey and 
of Avon, by what medium of proof have you 
diſcovered and aſcertained the intellectual in- 
feriority of this devoted race? Will you ven- 


ture to affirm, that the inhabitants of Africa 


are, at preſent, in a ſtate of greater inferiority, 


compared with you, their high and mighty 
lords; you who hold ſo conſpicuous and fo 


honourable a rank amongſt rational and intelli- 


gent beings, than your anceſtors, the Ancient 


Britons, compared with the Roma 


Auguſtan age ? But ſoppoſing this to be the 
caſe, 3 their infer! iority only gives them an addi - . 
tional elaim to your indulgenee and protection. 


is a diſcovery in political morality worthy of 


ſuch ſagacious and profound inveſtigators of 
- the natural rights of mankind, as the Lockes, 
the Blackſtones, and the Monteſquieus, trad. 


ing to the coaſt of Guinea. 


Secondly, The Slave Trade, 4 Ges; . 


is gravely vindicated on the principles of huma- 
nity, as being highly beneficial to thoſe wh 


are apparently the victims of it; for they are 
affirmed to be principaliy compoſed of priſon- 
ers of war, who would, in all Probability, be 
flaughtered in cold blood, if their enemies 


vere e of this more eee 4 


ſeene which it exhibits Within that recepta 
cle of human miſery are contained hundreds 


7 4 
. 


of diſpoling of them,” ome is it then the 
voice of humanity that we hear pleading in de- 


fence of a practice, the very idea of vhieh muſt ; 
_ excite, in every breaſt ſuſceptible of the feel- 


ings of humanity, amazement and horror! 


View yon veſſel, with fails expanded, plough- 


ing the' deep—Contemplate for a moment the 


of beings, poſſeſſing paſſions and feelings con- 


genial to thine own.—Behold them bereft of | 


every enjoyment which can render life a bleſſ- 
ing; expoſed to every ovens of which e can ren- 
der exiſtence ; a curſe. ART 


e Dire i is ls toſſing, dings the a Buſndiphs | 

Jending the ſick, buſieſt from couch to coue! by 42 
And over them triumphant Death his dart 

| - Shakes, but delays to ſtrike, tho' oft invok'd. 

1 : ; With v vows 3 as their chief good and final hope. 


Is this the Wee which humanity delights to 
view, or is it a ſcene at which ſhe recoils and 


ſtands aghaſt? Let not then that ſacred name 


be profaned, and wreſted to purpoſes abhorrent 


from its nature,—No ; it is hypocriſy whi 


aſſumes the garb of humanity, and © which 
«hides the dagger underneath the gown.” If 


a more ſpecific anſwer to this inſidious plea be 


required, let theſe pretended advocates for hu- 


: | ran be told, that the wars, which crowd 


B3 


their -44 


2 


„ will oo ever bs guage nay by: 8 pro- 
ſpect of advantage which the ſale of the pri- 
ſoners affords. Let them be told, that amongſt 


the moſt ſavage and barbarous nations, the 


practice of indiſcriminate ſlavghter- 1 in cold 
blood never habitually obtained. But, at all 
events, if the perſonal happineſs or benefit of 
the Slave is, indeed, the primary object of the 
Slave Merchant, certainly thoſe philanthropiſts 
who engage in this traffic, from ſuch noble and 


generous motives, muſt conſider the previous 


conſent of the Slave as abſolutely neceſſary to 


give validity to the purchaſe: if, therefore, he 
quits his native country voluntarily, what oc- 


caſion for whips, and racks, and chains, to en- 


force obedience and ſubmiſſion ? But it is an 


inſult to common ſenſe to purſue this argument 
farther. To devote to miſery and ruin heca- 


tombs of guiltleſs human victims, for the pre- 
tended purpoſe of preventing ſome poſſible evil, 


or of obtaining ſome poſſible good, is, in a 


being ſo limited in his comprehenſion as man, 


a mode of conduct proceeding from the moſt 


impious preſumption, or frantic folly. 


Thirdly, Another argument, of nearly the 


ſame complexion with the former, is this, that 
though the forcible ſeizure of the Negroes is an 
act of injuſtice, yet the injury done them is 


N * fight, as they enjoy a degree of happi- | 
neſs 2) 


inferio 
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1880 in their ſtate of bondage, little, ic at an 


native country. Haughty and unfeeling ty 
rant! whoſe heart has long been callous to all 
the ſenſibilities which diſtinguiſh and which 
ennoble humanity; in vain would the miſerable 


thee of the pangs they felt, when, with reverted 
eyes, they caſt the laſt long lingering look upon 
their native ſhores! Engroſſed by one fatal 
paſſion, | the rage of accumulating wealth, how 
canſt thou ſympathize with the emotions ex- 
cited by the various relations of ſocial and 
domeſtic life; “ by all the charities of father, 
* ſon, and brother ?”—Untaught to weep with 


thoſe that weep, thy mind poſſeſſes no congenial 


feelings with thoſe whoſe miſeries have, in thy 


eſtimation, degraded them almoſt below the 
condition of humanity. Regarding them as 


belonging to the brutal, rather than the intel- 


ligent creation, perhaps, in the exceſs of your 


goodneſs, you permit them ſuch accommoda- 
tions as nature, thus deplorably degraded, may 
require. You hear, indeed, the noiſe of the 
laſh reſounding in your ears, accompanied with 
the groans and ſhrieks of the wretched ſuf- 


ferers; but this diſturbs not your repoſe ; for 


| you too well know the utility, nay, what you 
ſtile the neceſſity of employing it; and the hid- 
den anguiſh of the heart, the complicated woe 
B 4 which 


inferior to that which they poſſeſſed in their | 


beings, ſubje& to thy dominion, complain os. 
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which bids eee to 3 power ok langus ge, 
the ſilent agony which pervades and overwhelms 
every faculty of the ſoul, eſcape. your notices 
or are thought unworthy of your attention: 
they are pronounced to be the effects of ob- 
ſtinacy, of ſullenneſs, of malice, or revenge; 
and the whip muſt be applied in order to en- 
force ſome degree of corporeal exertion; and 
by inflicting excruciating torture on the body, 
ſome relief, perhaps, is unintentionally. afforded 
to the more dreadful torture of the mind. If, 
however, this is only rhetorical exaggera- 
tion; if it is indeed true, that a ſtate of flavery 
is a ſtate of happineſs; if thoſe who are ori- 
ginally reduced to this ſtate by violence, be- 
come eaſily and ſpeedily reconciled to it, let 
the Colonial Legiſlatures, merely for the ſatis» 
faction of the world, and for the complete re- 
futation of thoſe accuſations which ſo deeply 
affect their public character and conduct, enact 
a law, that every Negro, who declares himſelf 
diſſatisfied with his ſituation, ſhall not only be 
immediately emancipated, but conveyed back 
to his native country at the public charge. 
This is bringing the matter to a fair iſſue; and, 


il none, or if only a ſmall proportion of thoſe 


to whom this offer is made, think it deſerving 
of their acceptance, then, and not til then, will 
1 acknowledge the native of Africa to be a 
being of a different and ſubordinate ſpecies to 
| the : 


nete Sen and not till then, will I acknow- 
ledge that thoſe principles, which we regard as 
the balis of the common rights of humanity, 
ate, as to him, wholly inapplicable, and en- 
tirely void of any juſt foundation. 75 

PFourthly, It is farther alleged, in vindi- ; 
cation of this deteſtable commerce, that, how- 
ever great the ſufferings of the wretched Afri- 
cans may be, they are fully compenſated by the 7982 
ineſtimable advantage of poſſeſſing, though in 
a ſtate of ſlavery, the means of inſtruction in 
the principles of the true religion. From ig- 
norant heathens they have an opportunity of 
becoming enlightened Chriſtians ; and ſlavery 
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Who ade to call himſelf bia 


itſelf is ſaid to be a ſtate which Chriſtianity 


Pronounces neither unlawful nor inexpedient. 
This argument I regard as an impious and 
cruel mockery, It is to add the higheſt inſult 


to'the higheſt injury. Allowing this fable of 
converſion to be a fa&, can it change the na- 
ture of thoſe acts of ſavage violence for which 


this pretended converſion is to atone ? But the 


fa& notoriouſly is, that the planters are almoſt 


univerſally averſe to the converſion of their 
flaves, In conſequence of the laudable and 
unremitted efforts of a few'exalted characters, 
ſome proſelytes have indeed been made; and 
great muſt be their aſtoniſhment, when they 
oak to a competent knowledge of Chriſti» 
; anity, 
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anity, to find the ORE, of Chriſtians fo op- 
poſite to its dictates. Openly and avowedly to 
violate all ſanctions, human and divine, for the 
purpoſe of converting heathens into Chriſtians, 


would be carrying fanaticiſm to the higheſt 
Pitch of religious frenzy; and to pretend to 
act with that view, when we are wholly influ- 
enced by ſelf-intereſted morives, is the vileſt 
and moſt deteſtable ſpecies of hypocriſy. It is 
poſſible that heathens, in ſuch a caſe, may 


eventually become Chriftians ; but thoſe Chriſ. 


tians, who practiſe ſuch methods of converfion, 


are themſelves in a ſtate infinitely worſe than 


heatheniſm. As to the plea, that Chriſtianity _ 


does not condemn ſlavery as unlawful, it can 


never be ſeriouſly. urged, but by thoſe who are 


ſtrangers to the genius and ſpirit of Chriſti- 
anity. The ſublime object which that religion 
has in view, is the happineſs, preſent and fu- 
ture, of the whole human race: but it is to be 


remarked, that Chriſtianity only inculcates 


general principles, and leaves the application 
of them to our own underſtandings, which are 
indeed, when properly cultivated, fully ade- 
quate to that purpoſe. Benevolence is the 


grand, the characteriſtic virtue of a Chriſtian; 


but there are a thouſand different modes of 

bringing chat virtue into action, which are not 
diſtinctly ſpecified in the Sacred Writings. We 
find, indeed, admirable directions for our con- 
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duct in a great variety of reſpects; but then 
thoſe directions reſulted from the occaſional _ 
application of thoſe general principles to parti- 
cular. caſes; according to the diſcretion of the 
ſeveral writers, There is'no proper limitation 
of benevolence, as an active principle, but the 
impracticability of its fartherextenſion; andifwe, 
who ſo juſtly and highly venerate the characters 
and writings of the apoſtles, ſhould however be 
enabled, by means of that ſuperiority of light“ 
and knowledge which, in ſome. reſpects, we 
undoubtedly enjoy, to apply this grand princi- 
ple to caſes which did not occur to them, we act 
in a manner perfectly conformable to the genius 
and ſpirit of Chriſtianity, .though the authority 
of a poſitive precept may be wanting. St. Paul, 
probably, had no idea of a ſtate of civil ſociety, 
in which the ſpirit of liberty would operate to 
the total annihilation of the very condition of 
| ſlavery. _ He contented himſelf, therefore, with 
giving directions worthy of an apoſtle, for the 
religious conduct of maſters and * ervants, under 
actually exiſting circumſtances ; but enlight- 
ened Chriſtians in the preſent age; well know 
that ſlavery may be, and in many Chriſtian _ 
countries has, in fact, been totally aboliſhed, 
not only with ſafety, but with real advantage to 
ſociety, and a great increaſe of the general hap- 
pineſs :- they, therefore, juſtly condemn the 
ſtate itſelf as inconſiſtent. with the ſpirit of 
| „ riſtianity, 4 


— 


= Chriſtianity, though, in peculiar circum ; 
private Chriſtians may, per 1aps, juſtifiably 
a cquieſce in a ſtate of things which it is not in 
the power of individuals to alter. But the evils 
attending the Slave Trade are of a nature very 
different, and of a far greater magnitude than 
| thoſe which neceſſarily reſult from the mere 
| ? condition of ſlavery. In no ſtate of ſociety can 
. a practice, involving in it circumſtances of 
ſuch atrocious and enormous guilt, be con- 
| fidered as defenſible by any perſon whoſe under- 
ſtanding is not darkened by the turpitude of 
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flances, | 


his heart; in whom not only the feelings of the 
moral ſenſe are extinguiſhed, but, in this in- 


ſtance, at leaſt, every ray even of common ſenſe. 


Fifthly, The Slave Trade is defended on the 
Wound of political neceſſity. - Many affect to 


commiſerate the unhappy. condition of the poor 
a Negroes, and to lament the continuance of a 


practice, which they allow to be foundedonmani- 


Feſt injuſtice; but, however exceptionable the 
Slave Trade may be, in a moral view, the po- 
- Jitical neceſſity of the caſe, ſay they, renders on . 


impoſſible to effect any eſſential alterations in a 


ſyſtem now eſtabliſhed by the preſeription bf 
ages. The plantations in the Weſt Indies can 
be: cultivared only by Negroes the climate is 
fatal to all but African conſtitutions, and the 
labour ſuch as that hardy race of men only can 
ſupport; but any regulations for the purpoſe 
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3 


4 


preventing actual or potble n 45 5 
rofeſs themſelves anxious to adopt and to en- 
bree. This is the language of thoſe who 
wiſh much to be virtuous, but more to be 
ich; of thoſe who honour humanity with their 
ips, but whoſe hearts are ſtrangers to its divine 
nfluence. The political inconveniences which 
nay reſult from the abolition of the Slave 
Trade, may indeed be plauſibly urged, as a 
otive for acting with proper caution and deli- 
deration, as an argument againſt a precipitate 
annihilation of a commerce, which has been ſo 
ong practiſed, that its immediate and total ſups 
preſſion might poſſibly be productive of greater 
vil than the continuance of it, for a limited 
ime, under certain reſtrictions: but ſeriouſly 
to maintain, that the moſt ſacred moral obliga- 
tions ought to be ſuperſeded by mere political | 
onfiderations, i 1s an aſſertion, the extravagance 
of which renders every attempt at confutation 
uperfluous. I ſhall therefore content my 
ſelf with obſerving, that the dangers to be ap- 
prehended from the abolition of this infamous 
raffie are not, by any means, ſo great as theſe 
ntereſted politicians ſeem to imagine, Nume- 
ous and well-authenticated facts inconteſtably 
lemonſtrate that, with mild and indulgent 
reatment, the preſent number of Slaves i in the ; 
| Lek. India Iflands might not only be pre- an 
fron diminution, but would admit of | 
onfderable increaſe ; that there is reaſon to be. 3 


| 
( 1 ieve,. 


4 


- 


ae planter; that the Quakers have actually 1 
made the experiment with ſucceſs ; and that 
| univerſal experience proves the ſoil of every | 


5 chant, have any juſt ground of alarm, for the 
loſs muſt neceſſarily fall upon the public, who, 


f attending this commerce, it is obvious to reply, 


5 and for preventing the abuſes. attending it, 
2 would be an abſurdity i in morals and in legiſla- 


ä * * n 
— m_— 7 * a EMT oc ee N n 7 TM P * a 
e540 ? Me -- bd AS ae 1 4 7 n 9 n 1 * * 

P * by, 4 N 9 
* e * s 7 . . * - 2 5 # X 1 THz 

3 * x _ PI. 5 K As #74 bs } 5 
N * * * by 1 N F 0 5 "at KR 2 . 

5 5 - % x" 8 4 W , 

7 \ : ** i "28 p 1 * 
4 * . 2 4 . . « of ; : » 
: . 78.54 N 4 2 5 p Ky "4 . 4 
* * 7 $ 1 * 
4 2 . 7 
* —9 * * F * * * 


| Hive, that even a ae un 0e of the 
© Slaves would be attended with much benefit to ; 


country to be moſt advantageouſly improved f 
and cultivated by the voluntary labours of the 
native inhabitants; and could we even ſuppoſe 
the poſſibility of ſuch a dreadful calamity as the 
eventual riſe of Muſcovado ſugars a few ſhillings | 
in the hundred weight, in conſequence of the 
additional expence of culture, it is plain that 
neither the proprietor, the planter, or the mer- 


to their great honour, ſeem perfectly well diſ- 
8 poſed to ſuſtain, with fortitude, whatever in- 
| convenience may be incurred in conſequence 
of the annihilation of a branch of commerce 
now become the object of public execration. 
As to any regulations which may be propoſed, 
in order to effect a reformation of the abuſes 


that the trade itſelf is an abuſe, the moſt enor- 
mous of all abuſes, the moſt atrocious of all 
: crimes. To enact a law, therefore, for regu- 
3 lating, i. e. for eſtabliſhing the Slave Trade, 


dien, as monſtrous as to paſs an act aucho firing this 


; : 5 theft, marder and adultery, adding, at the 
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abuſes that might poſſibly attend the habitual 
ommiſſion of thoſe practices. This is a caſe 


empts at amicable accommodation. In fact, 


warmeſt advocates of theſe devoted victims 
could deviſe? Would they. not ſtill be infa- 
mouſly robbed of all that can ſooth and com- 
penſate the cares and ſorrows of life? Would 
they not ſtill be doomed to ſuffer, in a foreign 
land, all that the rage and malice of the petty 
deſpots, whoſe property they become, may 


prompt them to inflicc? „ The world is not 


cc their friend, nor the world's law” nor, in- 
deed, is it poſſible that any law ſhould be effec- 
tual for the protection of thoſe who are utterly 
deſtitute of the proper means of enforcing it. 
Laſtly, it is urged, that the abolition of this 
traffic would deprive of the means of ſubſiſtence 
a numerous body of artizans and manufactu- 
rers, who are now employed in fabricating thoſe 
articles of commerce which are exported to 
Africa, for the purchaſe of the Slaves annually 
imported into the Colonies: In our attempts 
to relieve. one ſpecies. of diſtreſs, we ſhould un- 
doubtedly endeavour to guard, as much as poſ- 


ſible, againſt the creation of another; and of 
this argument I allow the weight, as tending to 

evince the ee 1 an immedſare and uncan- 
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ſame. time, certain e to [a be 


rhich diſdains all offers of conceſſion, all at- i 1 


hat object of importance could be gained by _ 
any ſyſtem of commercial regulation which the 


cult 1 to deviſe x 


eber at t Home, ls hive eine a and 
opportunity to apply themſelves, by degrees, te 
other kinds of employment; and, if a wiſe and 
© Hberal ſyſtem of policy was embraced, I doubt 
not but a trade to the Coaſt of Africa, far more 


5 manenr Four aiol; "Bas choſe e are e ſpeculation 
into which I forbear to enter. Upon the whole, 
5 however, We may with” confidence affirm, tha 
i 2 . Fegaijations for the purpol e of obviatiny . 


Utical inconveniences which might reſult froft 

| 1 abolition of the Shave or would « do 
Rar and conſcience, by N pretended as 
tions, for the mere e putpoſe of N 


of the world exhibir, would dif 
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ſtandings, a and detra 
of a Convention of Hortentors. oe 
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